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School, he played basketball while there and 
was a guard and outside linebacker on the 
Thunder football team. After graduation, Cpl. 
James joined Company C of the 6th Engineer 
Support Battalion to help pay for college. He 
was studying to be a physical fitness trainer at 
Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville. 
James’ unit was fully mobilized on January 14, 
2003 and he was deployed to the Persian Gulf 
in February. According to Gunnery Sergeant 
James Howard of the Naval and Marine Corps 
Reserve Center in Peoria, Evan James 
achieved his corporal’s rank faster than most 
Marines, and was very professional with lead-
ership abilities beyond his age. Captain John 
Bruzza called James a model Marine and a 
good leader who performed well above his 
pay grade. James’ aunt Diane Kornegay said 
this about her nephew: ‘‘They wanted a few 
good men and in Evan they got the best 
. . . . If you met him you would love him. He 
was that kind of person and we’re just very 
proud of him for the person he was.’’ 

On behalf of the communities in western 
and central Illinois, I would like to extend my 
thoughts and prayers to the James family at 
this difficult time. Corporal Evan James’ cour-
age in serving his country will not soon be for-
gotten.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Christopher Robert Kennaley, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 261, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Christopher has been very active with his 
troop, participating in such scout activities as 
the H. Roe Bartle Summer Camp for 7 years, 
the Philmont High Adventure and the Packard 
High Adventure. Over the nine years he has 
been involved in scouting, Christopher has 
earned 33 merit badges. Additionally, he has 
held numerous leadership positions, serving 
as three time patrol leader and assistant sen-
ior patrol leader. Christopher also has been 
honored for his numerous scouting achieve-
ments with such awards as the member of the 
Order of the Arrow, the Parvuli Dei Catholic 
Religious Award, the Ad Altars Dei Catholic 
Religious Medal, the Firebuilder in the Tribe of 
Mic-O-Say Award and the World Conservation 
Award. 

For his eagle scout project, Christopher de-
signed and constructed a fence on the side of 
a storage shed at St. Therese Catholic Church 
in Parkville, MO. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Christopher Robert Kennaley for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the memory of the 
late Congressman Floyd Spence and to com-
mend his extraordinary career as a servant to 
the nation and to the people of South Caro-
lina. Floyd was a true leader dedicated to pre-
serving the American way of life, and he did 
so for over forty years in both the South Caro-
lina state delegation and the United States 
House of Representatives. Serving as the 
chairman for the House National Security 
Committee from 1995–1999 and for the Armed 
Services Committee from 1991–2001, he was 
an advocate for heightened national security 
and for increased military funding. He drew his 
passion for the military from his own personal 
experiences of serving in the navy reserves 
for more than forty years. It was no secret that 
defending the nation was his top political pri-
ority. Congressman Spence was also an ar-
dent voice against big government, which kept 
his platform focused on the needs of his fellow 
South Carolinians and away from that of 
sweeping federal legislation. 

It is well fitting that the facility of the United 
States Post Office in Lexington, SC, honors 
Congressman Spence’s memory by bearing 
his name. He was deeply committed to public 
service, a leader of our nation, and a pas-
sionate supporter of national defense. We all 
mourned his loss when he passed away and 
can still feel his absence during this time of 
national crisis. I am proud to say that his dili-
gent efforts as Chairman of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee have helped prepare the na-
tion for the present war and we all owe Con-
gressman Spence a debt of gratitude for his 
work in shaping the military into what it is 
today. Seldom will you ever find a truer Amer-
ican than Floyd Spence, and I am proud to 
have served with him in Congress and to call 
myself a fellow South Carolinian.
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize Dr. and 
Mrs. Frank Light for their many contributions 
to health care in my district and around the 
world. 

As a member of Rahway Hospital’s Medical/
Dental staff since 1973 and long-time trustee 
of the Rahway Hospital Foundation, Dr. Light 
is a very active member within his hospital 
community. Dr. Light is also an active member 
of the American Society of Anesthesiologists 
as well as former board member and presi-
dent of the John E. Runnels County Hospital 
and the Family and Children’s Society, Coun-
seling, Testing and Adoption Center. 

In addition to their contributions within the 
hospital community, Dr. and Mrs. Light have 

dedicated their time to helping provide free 
health care to needy children around the world 
through Healing the Children Midlantic, Inc. As 
a member of the International Relations Com-
mittee, I am very aware of the need for quality 
medical care for children around the world, 
and am extremely appreciative of Dr. Light’s 
efforts over the past twenty-five years as part 
of a medical team that has traveled to many 
countries to provide such medical services. 

Dr. and Mrs. Light have also provided a 
home to many children while they undergo 
medical treatment and surgery in this country. 
They are able to give love to these children 
while they are far away from their loved ones 
as well as support while they undergo medical 
procedures. Dr. and Mrs. Light have dedicated 
their lives to bettering the lives of children 
around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that my colleagues 
here in the U.S. House of Representative join 
me today as I recognize Dr. and Mrs. Light 
and their innumerable contributions to the 
medical community and to the health and fu-
ture of children around the world. It is selfless 
acts such as these that set an example for the 
rest of the world.
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Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
more than 25,000 of my constituents who are 
of Irish descent, I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 1208, which recognizes the importance 
of funding the peace process in Northern Ire-
land. 

The people of Ireland, the people of Great 
Britain are long-standing friends and allies of 
the United States and the American people. In 
these difficult times, we are deeply grateful for 
their partnership in the coalition against terror 
and their invaluable contributions in the war in 
Iraq. 

Our investment in the International Fund for 
Ireland contributes to strengthening relations 
and creating thousands of new jobs and busi-
nesses for Catholics and Protestants in North-
ern Ireland. Importantly, more than 80 percent 
of the Fund’s contributions have targeted dis-
advantaged areas by offering job training pro-
grams for unemployed youth and through the 
economic, social, and physical regeneration of 
deprived areas. 

We should continue to support the Fund’s 
community-building programs promoting great-
er dialogue and understanding between 
Catholics and Protestants. We should also 
help advance the Fund’s role in the develop-
ment of a new generation of leaders in North-
ern Ireland in order to bring about a more 
peaceful and prosperous future in the region. 

The Good Friday Agreement of 1998, which 
called for basic human rights and marked the 
first meaningful step toward reconciliation in 
Northern Ireland was suspended last year. 
Elections in May will determine the future 
prospects of the agreement, which makes this 
resolution especially relevant and timely. 

Mr. Speaker, our shared goal with Ireland is 
for all Catholic and Protestant families to live 
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